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Rector’s Reflection
Pentecost: Come Holy Spirit!
In the Christian liturgical year, Pentecost became a feast
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Disciples
and other followers of Jesus Christ, as described in the Acts of the
Apostles 2:1–31. (Some say there were 120 women and men, who
were followers of Christ present that day). For this reason, some
Christians today, refer to Pentecost as the "Birthday of the
Church.” Pentecost is celebrated seven weeks (50 days) after
Easter Sunday, hence its name. Pentecost falls on the tenth day
after Ascension Thursday. Ascension Day is May 5th this year.
The remarkable story of that day, told in Acts, describes how the
disciples suddenly spoke many languages and were empowered by
the Holy Spirit. The community of believers was on its way as a
worldwide, international faith.
We trust that the Holy Spirit supports and assists us in our Christian
walk. The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.(Galatians 5: 22-23)
This year we will celebrate the descent of the Holy Spirit with an
international flair in our worship service. The scriptures will be read
by members in English and other languages. Our music will
celebrate the wonder and power of the Holy Spirit in our Church and
in our lives.
The symbols of the Holy Spirit are:
The Dove (Jesus’ baptism) - look at the Dove window in the Nave
Wind (Creation/Pentecost) – “rushing wind”
Flames and Fire (Pentecost) - “tongues as of fire,” symbolized by
the color red

Mark Your Calendars
Sundays 9:30 a.m. Spiritual
Formation “A Journey with
Luke”
Wednesday, May 11,
10:00 a.m. Pastoral Care
Meeting
Sunday, May 15, Pentecost
One Service at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, ~ May 5, 5:307:00 p.m. Guest speaker on
“Vibrant Living as We Age”
Thursday May 5, & 19,
5:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry
Meeting
Thursday, ~ May 19,
6:30 p.m. Vestry Meeting
Fridays 7:00-7:45 p.m.
Prayers in Evening.
All Welcome!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Summer Service schedule
begins ~ Sunday, June 5
ONE SERVICE ONLY at
9:00 a.m.

Wear Red on Pentecost, Sunday May 15th and Come Celebrate the Spirit!
Your Sister in Christ,
The Rev. Susan S. Keller+

A message from the Bishop of
Ecuador Litoral
April 19, 2016

general, all the elements needed for rescue
efforts.

'God is our refuge and strength, a very
present help in trouble.' Psalm 46:1

There are many victims that require our
attention. We will seek ways to send help
although the roads have been affected. With the
help of the National Police or other government
agency we will find a
way to reach those
who need it the most.
We appreciate your
prayers and support,

Portoviejo is one of the areas most affected by
the earthquake.
Photo: Jairo Chiran
Dear friends,
We would like to
express our deep
gratitude for the messages of affection and
prayers we have received for our Diocese and
our country during this very difficult time.
We have lived an unforgettable experience in
which we feared for our lives, the lives of our
loved ones, and the lives of the members of our
faith community. We have clung with deep
fervor to the protective hand of our God.
While seeing images in the newspapers and
social networks, I just think about the suffering
of our compatriots.
I pray for comfort and solidarity for all those who
have lost loved ones, that God would also
encourage them and restore them in His infinite
mercy and goodness.
The coastal area of our country suffered
considerable damage to its infrastructure, loss of
life, and a large number of people are injured
and missing. One of the most affected areas by
the earthquake are the cities of Manta and
Portoviejo and the town of La Pila, where our
church has a presence. We are getting reports
that 48 church members’ homes are completely
or partially destroyed and three churches have
considerable damage in their physical structure.
Fortunately, there was no loss of life among our
members, but there are some with bruises and
physical and psychological trauma.
The community is already engaged because
there are basic needs of drinking water, food,
medicine, first-aid kits, and basic tools. In

The Rt. Rev. Alfredo Morante España
Bishop of Ecuador Litoral
Donors can directly support Episcopal Relief &
Development’s disaster fund.
Or contact the diocese directly:
The Rt. Rev. Alfredo
Morante bishopmorantes@hotmail.com

Building Bridges: Connecting Police,
Church and Community
A Message on Building Bridges from the Bishop The
Rt. Rev. Eugene Taylor Sutton, Bishop of Maryland
April 14, 2016

Dear friends in Christ,
We are approaching the anniversary of the
death of Freddie Gray in police custody and the
violent uprising in response. Baltimore has seen
the effects of what I have been calling the
“unholy trinity” of racism, poverty and violence.
There are two upcoming events I call to your
attention that will help us to remember and
respond to those tragedies of last year.
The first is the Interfaith Prayer Service for
Peace in Baltimore, April 25, 7:00 PM, at the
Basilica of the Assumption, 409 Cathedral St.,
Baltimore. People of all faiths are welcome to
join in prayer for healing the city following the
events surrounding the death of Freddie Gray.

The second is a community forum at which I and
Lt. Col. Melvin Russell of the Baltimore City
Police Department are the featured
speakers. We’re calling it, “Building Bridges:
Connecting Police, Church and Community.” It
will take place on Wednesday, May 4, 2016 from
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM at the Diocesan Center, 4
East University Parkway, Baltimore, MD 21218.

Good Friday Stations of the Cross
On Good Friday ~ the Passion of the Lord. Five
Christian congregations
of Western Howard
County joined to walk
the Stations of the
Cross. This tradition is a
special and memorable
time for Christians.
In St. Peter's Square
Pope Francis said
Christian unity was the
work of the Holy Spirit,
which means Christians need to pray together in
a "spiritual ecumenism, an ecumenism of
prayer." He said some people may not realize
they can pray with Christians of other
denominations, adding that people must do so
because "all of us have received the same
baptism, all of us are following the path of
Jesus, we want Jesus." All of the participants,
were delighted to pray together in Christian
community.

I’m grateful for the work and the witness of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission of the
Episcopal Diocese of Maryland for putting
together this forum. I welcome hearing many
voices in this important discussion that is long
overdue in so many of our cities.
Our challenge is to find ways forward that serve
all the citizens of Baltimore and across the
state. As followers of Christ we are committed
to seeking economic, racial and civil justice for
everyone.
If you are unable to join us, please pray for us
on the evening of May 4. Together let us find
ways to “do justice, love kindness and walk
humbly with our God” (Micah 6:8) in these
troubled times.

Who is my neighbor? Carrie’s and
Dorothy’s Good Friday Adventure:

Faithfully yours,
+Eugene

There is a light rain. But that
is okay. We have our rain
gear and water bottles. We
are all set. When we arrive
at St. Bartholomew’s, the air
feels electrified as we greet
friends and meet new
people. There is great
anticipation and anxiety. We
are assured that a car would
be available if one needed to ride when tired.
We are loaded into cars. Off we go. During the
twenty-five minute ride to the Church of the
Resurrection, we wondered, what have we
gotten ourselves into? Did the Canon to the
Ordinary, The Rev. Dr. Scott Slater, mislead us?
It seems as if we are travelling more than eight
miles already, and we are not there yet. When
we arrive at the church, we are welcomed by
happy people, hospitality, and the opportunity to

You are invited!
Please bring your family and friends and join us
for a special evening, May 5, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
featuring the Rev. Edie Westphal as our guest
speaker. Vibrant Living as We Age is the topic
that will be addressed. Rev. Westphal is the
Chaplin at Fairhaven, a retirement community
located in Sykesville. A light reception will follow
the program sponsored by your Stephen
Ministers. Please sign up on the “Vibrant Living
as We Age” paper on the parish hall table.
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be refreshed. We gather for prayer, instruction
and sending forth. The excitement builds as we
take our first steps in this journey, “The Walk
across Baltimore.” People take turns carrying
the cross that leads us as we walk from East to
West following Route 40. Fourteen times, along
the way we stop to pray for individuals who died
from any kind of violence. About an hour into
the walk, Carrie is wilting badly and Dorothy is
full steam ahead. We notice the sights and
sounds of the City. The good, the bad, the
beautiful, the ugly; sometimes all in the same
space. Finally, we see the imposing St. Luke’s,
the half way mark of the journey and lunch. We
are warmly welcomed by St. Luke’s parishioners
and others who will join in the second leg of the
walk. Before we eat, there is the Stations of the
Cross service. The Stations are located in
various areas in the community surrounding the
church. Outdoors. Stations. Good Friday. A
tangle of emotions. Reflections. After lunch and
being refreshed, the Westward journey
continues. Carrie has opted to ride in the car.
Again, pauses for prayer. We notice growth and
decay, lush greenery and broken concrete
sidewalks, storefronts and plazas. There are
cherry blossoms on Carey Street in mid-town
Baltimore. At last, the Rose window of St. Bart’s
and the end of the walk. Once more we are met
with great hospitality (including chocolate) and
joy. Here we have a brief service of
commemoration and the tolling of the bell
fourteen times (by tradition there are 14 Stations
of the Cross). It has been a very long day and a
rewarding experience that words cannot
describe. To actually walk, imagining and
reflecting on the last earthly hours of Jesus, is
profoundly humbling and hard. Our experience
was not about the walk or the landscape. We
experienced a serious communion with
neighbors and neighborhoods. Neighbors, who
are strangers and neighborhoods that are
unfamiliar places. On our way home in the early
evening, Carrie is wondering if her feet are still
attached to her body and somehow Dorothy is
all smiles and peppy. Good thing Dorothy is
driving.
Carrie Brown & Dorothy Kitt

Building and Grounds
Please notice and use the new wooden steps at
the back porch of the parish hall addition. They
are more user friendly with a shorter rise for
each step. Please thank Jeff Spaulding for
completing this project.
On April 20, Martin Electric completed the
installation of a new 60 amp supply cable from
the old basement panel box to a brand new
panel box with modern breakers in the Narthex
of the church. This is a 20% upgrade and will
provide needed supply for future lighting and
other power needs. This is a significant first step
to allow for appropriate lighting in the Nave and
elsewhere. The cost of this first stage is $950.
Last summer half of the Parish Life Center porch
roof was sealed and re-shingled. This winter the
other half began leaking and we will need to
complete repairs on that ASAP. We are
intending to do the work ourselves to save
money but we will need many helpers. This will
be scheduled sometime after the Yard Sale.
Pete McIntosh, Junior Warden

$$ Scrip $$
Please purchase scrip/gift cards to use where
ever you shop. Also, please enlist your
neighbors, friends and family to participate in
our scrip program on a regular basis.
Pete McIntosh, Coordinator

Helping Hands Outreach
Welcome to Spring!! Remember
the Helping Hands outreach team
is ready to help you. Please let one
of the team members know where
you can use some help
or call Dick Wilcher at his home at
301-829-3908 and we will schedule
a time to help you.
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When: May 22, 2016 1pm – 4pm
What: Premier Jewelry Design consultant
Jessica Shuey (Kathleen Alexander’s daughter)
will be here to show us all the latest designs and
trends in Jewelry. Enjoy a relaxed atmosphere
to shop, have some fun, enjoy some
refreshments and raise money for the MS
Society. A portion of every item sold with go
towards our fundraising efforts for the MS
Society. Not just for the ladies, Men please
come and shop for the ladies in your life!
Hosted by: Celeste Humphreys and Team
Geared for Good
Please come and invite your friends and family.
You can still be a part of the cure if you can’t
attend this day. Information & materials will be
placed in the Parish Hall for folks to order who
can’t attend the actual party. Hope to see you
there!!

Relay for Life
Dear Family and Friends,
It's that time of year again to raise funds for the
American Cancer Society by walking in the
Relay for Life. The relay will be held in
downtown Sykesville this year on June 4 and
will start at 4 p.m. and end at 12:30 a.m. There
will be a kid's walk at 3 p.m. and lots of other
activities throughout the day. If you haven't
been to downtown Sykesville recently, you will
be pleasantly surprised. There has been a
revitalization of the area, complete with new
shops and eateries. Come and join us in our
walk.
Join our team, The Rockin' Robins, to raise
monies for the American Cancer Society.
As most of you know this is a very personal
journey for me. This June I am celebrating my 5
year survival from my second bout with breast
cancer. I also have many family members and
friends who have been touched by cancer of all
kinds. We walk in memory of those who have
lost their battle, in honor of those who are
bravely fighting today, and in celebration of
those who have won! I am one of the lucky
ones. I am here to remember, celebrate, and
keep fighting for the cure for cancer.

Mission and Outreach
Becky Wilcher visits Shakirah, our Sponsored
child in Uganda
We are so excited that Becky was able to travel
to Uganda and visit Shakirah. This was no
small feat! In order to get to Shakirah, Becky
traveled for 90 minutes via 3 public cabs and
then a motor cycle/
scooter to see her.
In the picture
Shakirah is the
beautiful young lady
with the white
headdress. There is
also a video clip of
Shakirah on our
FaceBook page.
Please go view it!
We hope Becky will visit St. Paul’s to tell us
more of her adventures!!

Please help us to raise funds by donating to the
Rockin' Robins team.
You may send your check to me-made out to
ACS or donate online at
relayforlife.org/freedommd.
Thank you so much for your
support.
Robin McCourt

You are Invited! Premier Jewelry
Design party to benefit the MS Society

Shakirah’s Birthday is coming: Speaking of
Shakirah, her 14th Birthday is coming up quickly
– June 3! Since mail takes 6 to 8 weeks to get
to her please bring in Birthday cards as soon as
possible and drop them off in her Mail Box in the
parish hall no later than May 1. I will mail them

Where: St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Poplar
Springs, MD
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the first week in May along with a beautiful cross
necklace we have purchased for her. According
to Becky, Shakirah carries with her all the time
the small photo album with the pictures and post
cards we have sent her over the years. Please
include pictures and/or post cards of interesting
places in the USA with your Birthday greetings!

Worship & Spiritual Enrichment:
During this Eastertide we follow the earthly
work of Jesus and his disciples until his
Ascension. May 5th is the feast of the
Ascension. Please notice the picture of “The
Ascension” on the front wall in the parish hall. It
is a gift to St. Paul’s from our friend and artist
Mary Jacobs.
The 50 days of Easter ends with the celebration
of the birth of the Church ~ Pentecost. This
year Pentecost is on May 15th. On that
Sunday, St. Paul’s will have ONE service at
9:00 a.m. We will have a festive celebration
including music and some of the lessons read in
different languages by members of the
congregation. For this occasion let’s kindle the
fire of the spirit by wearing red.
There will be no Spiritual Formation class on
May 15th due to the one service. There are four
Sundays left for our Spiritual Formation adult
forum before we break for St. Paul’s summer
schedule.

Children Matter: May 1 -7, 2016 is
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week.
Please visit www.ChildrensMentalMatters.org for
resources or to get involved. Thank you.
Phyllis Heffner
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Small Church Workshop
Rev. Susan attended the workshop on “Small
Churches.” Topics discussed - What is a small
parish? What benchmarks indicate church
relevance and vitality? How do we implement
and convey a more intimate worship experience
rather than “Spectator” worship? As a result of

Diocesan Convention
The convening of Diocesan Convention to
discuss the business of the Church will be May
13-14 at Turf Valley. St. Paul’s delegates are
Dorothy Kitt and Phyllis Heffner and, of course,
our rector, Rev. Susan. As a member of
Diocesan Council, Carrie Brown will be in
attendance. Information about Diocesan
Convention can be found on the web at
www.episcopalmaryland.org.

The Anglican Consultative Council
(ACC): Please read the letter from the three
Episcopal representatives on the ACC. This very
important letter summarizes the ACC’s meeting.
The letter is posted on the bulletin board in the
Parish Hall.

Attention: Please let the church office know of
anyone
high school,
school, military,
like their
can be published

graduating from
college, tech
etc. We would
information, so it
in the newsletter.

On Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8th, each
woman will receive a pack of
Linda Barnes’ homemade
sugar cookies. We have all
done some mothering to our
two legged loved ones or to
our beloved pets. Enjoy the
treat.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
this workshop Rev. Susan engaged the
congregation in a series of discussions
concerning the future of St. Paul’s. It was the
consensus of the parishioners to request funds
from the Diocese to enable us to develop a
strategic plan of action. To this end, a grant was
written and submitted to the Diocese.

Happy Birthday To:
Tom Probus
May 01
Nancy McIntosh
May 12
Helen Tuel
May 16
Gerlinde Pflaumer-Yeater
May 17
Jim Hillen
May 19
Jim Harry
May 22
Jillian Cassera
May 30

Happy Anniversary To:
Greg & Norma Prentice May 08
Ron & Kathleen Alexander
May 19
Dave & Trudi Lawson May 27

Prayer List
Paul Bourg
Trudi Lawson
Dave Lawson
Dallas Reeve
Michael Toole
Keith Prentice
Phyllis Heffner
Doris Sharp
Bill Winebrunner
Joannie Lee
Kurt VonHurst
Allene VonHurst
Al Parker
Craig Johnson
Joanne Johnson
Jeffrey Johnson
Lora Hollands
Pam Sherfey
Debbie Gardner

Ann Boyles
Sandra & Stanley Napier
Irene Hordubay
Beth Husted
Lynn Carr
Allison Poleger
Sam Lucas
John Lucas
Mary Wales-North
Teresa
Carey, Kathleen McIntosh
Patsy Mavity
Donna Shurney
Kaye Rineer
Belinda Blizzard
Janice Esler
Matt Willingham
Susie Gibson
Mildred Stinebaugh
Eric McIntosh
Andrew Oberle
Joey
Herb & Mary Jo Grabau
John Tuel
Delphine Koval
John Belous
Bill Aaron
Albert Hutchison
Katherine Gilbeertz
Ryan Merton
Betty Fritzges
Kathleen Rumple
Nancy McIntosh
Ginny Triplett
Marie Cagle
Jim Harry
Dottie Streaker
Brian Thompson
James Anthony
Thomas Stevens
Joan Selden
Joe Goins
Dan Burke
Gil Seibel
Suzanne Bourg
The Fentons
Please help us keep our
prayer list current.

Upcoming Events
Sundays ~ 9:30 a.m. Spiritual
Formation “A Journey With
Luke”
Wednesday ~ May 11, 10:00
a.m. Pastoral Care Meeting
Sunday May 15, Pentecost
One service, 9:00a.m.
Thursday ~ May 5, 5:30-7:00
p.m. Guest speaker on
“Vibrant Living as We Age”
Thursday May 5 & 19, 5:00
p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting
Thursday ~ May 19, 6:30 p.m.
Vestry Meeting
Every Friday ~ 7:00 p.m.
Prayers in the Evening
All welcome!
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Summer schedule begins
Sunday June 5th, ONE
SERVICE ONLY at 9:00 a.m.
on Sundays

St. Paul’s
“A shining
light in the
community.”

Sunday Breakfast
All you
can eat
May 8, Lisbon Fire Hall
7:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m.
Adults-$7.00; Children 6-11
$4.00; 5 and under free.
May 15, Mt Airy Fire Hall
8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
Adults $8.00
May 22, St. Michaels Church
8:30 a.m. – Noon Adults $8.00
Children 5-12 $4.00.
Under 5 free.

PASTORAL CONCERNS
Pastoral issues and
concerns are important to
us.
Please contact the Rev.
Susan S. Keller, at 301785-1687 or
revssk@yahoo.com.
You may also call the
church, 410-489-4411,
Monday through Friday,
9:00-12:00.

VISION STATEMENT
Our Vision is: A
community of faith
ministering to those in
need of justice,
reconciliation, hospitality,
sanctuary, and growth in
their spiritual journey.

Parish Email:
stpaulschurchmtairy@verizon.net
www.stpaulsmtairy.org

MISSION STATEMENT
Our Mission is: To carry
the good news of Jesus
Christ into the community
by word and deed and to
help all people experience
God’s presence in their
daily lives.

June Newsletter deadline
is May 20, 2016.
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May 2016 ~ Church Calendar
Sunday
1 8:00 a.m. Rite I

Monday
2

Tuesday
3

Wednesday
4

9:30 Spiritual Form.
10:30 a.m. Rite II
St. Philip & St.
James

Monnica

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

5:30 p.m. Vibrant
Living as We Age

7:00 p.m. Prayers in
the Evening

Ascension Day

8 8:00 a.m. Rite I

9

10

11

9:30 Spiritual Form.
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Hospitality Hour
following

Gregory of
Nazianzus

15 Pentecost

16

17

18

Hospitality Hour
following

23

24

25

9:30 Spiritual Form
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Hospitality Hour
following

29 8:00 a.m. Rite I

Jackson Kemper

30

The Venerable Bede

31

9:30 Spiritual Form
10:30 a.m. Rite II
Hospitality Hour
following

13

14

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

7:00 p.m. Prayers in
the Evening

St. Matthias

19

20

21

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

5:00 pm Stephen
Minister Mt.
6:30 p.m. Vestry Mt.

7:00 p.m. Prayers in
the Evening

26

27

28

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

11:30-3:00
Thrift Shop Open

Augustine of
Canterbuery

7:00 p.m. Prayers in
the Evening

10:00a.m. Pastoral
Care

9:00 a.m. Rite II

22 8:00 a.m. Rite I

12

The Visitation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
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May 2016 ~ Service Calendar
If you are not able to work, please find your replacement
May 1,
6th Sunday of Easter
White
8:00 AM
Greeter/
Usher

Chalicist

Acolyte(s)

Lector

Psalm
Prayers of
the People

Altar Guild
Coffee Hour

Counters

10:30 AM

Greg &
Norma
Prentice

May 8,
7th Sunday of Easter
White

May 15,
Pentecost
Red

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

9:00 AM

Al Yeater,
Michele
Samuel

Linda
Barnes,

Greg & Norma
Prentice

May 22,
1st Sunday after
Pentecost
White
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

May 29,
2nd Sunday after
Pentecost
Green
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

Lee Hajek

Al Yeater

Linda
Barnes,

Ron
Alexander

Carrie
Brown

Leo
Campion

Pete
McIntosh

Ron Alexander

Leo
Campion

Carrie
Brown

Jeff
Spaulding

Pete
McIntosh

Ron
Alexander

Carrie
Brown

Leo
Campion

Pete
McIntosh

Ron Alexander

Leo
Campion

Carrie
Brown

Jeff
Spaulding

Pete
McIntosh

Kathleen
Alexander

Phyllis
Heffner

Charles
Samuel

Kathleen Alexander

Irene Hillen

Pete
McIntosh

Kathleen
Alexander

Ron
Alexander

Bill Toole

Charles
Samuel

Kathleen
Alexander

Bill Toole

Charles
Samuel

Helen Tuel

John Tuel
Nancy
McIntosh

Carrie Brown

Irene Hillen

Carrie Brown

Barb
Campion

Nancy
McIntosh
Nancy
McIntosh

Kathleen
Alexander

Irene Hillen

Helen Tuel

John Tuel

John Tuel

Etta Lee Spaulding,
Linda Sharp, Pat Marquis

Dana Fritzges,
Kathy Audia

Joanne Honsberger, Barb
Campion

Suzanne Bourg,
Linda Barnes

Etta Lee Spaulding,
Linda Sharp, Pat Marquis

Nancy McIntosh,
Norma Prentice

Joanne Honsberger,
Celeste Humphreys

Phyllis Heffner,
Jeni Cassera

Linda Barnes, Pat
Marquis, Wendy Gahm

Ginny Chandler,
Helen Tuel

Nancy & Pete McIntosh

Linda Sharp,
Linda Barnes

Celeste Humphreys,
John Tuel

Lynda Sheckels,
Etta Lee Spaulding

Irene & Jim Hillen

On Pentecost we will have additional readers, reading in other languages.
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